
GREETINGS/SALUTATIONS/HELLO  DELEGATES! 

 

Why am I yelling? BECAUSE I HAVE WAITED SO LONG TO WRITE THIS 

LETTER AND I AM EXCITED. Hello everyone! My name is Moises Rodriguez (Pronounced 

Moses) and I shall have the honor of being your Social Humanitarian Chair for SHSMUN 2014! 

I am very very excited about spending a weekend all dressed up and locked in a hot, intelligent, 

and tension filled room with you guys, and I know for a fact that we are going to have the 

experience of a lifetime together! 

 

Alright here’s the part that all of you have been looking forward to: 10  fun facts about your 

chair!: 

 

★ I am a student like all of you, and I am currently a junior at a fancy schmancy performing 

arts high school  here in Chattanooga, and no it’s not like the one in Victorious. 

★ I enjoy listening and making music ( I play the flute, piccolo, piano, and oboe.) 

★ My favorite TV shows include: Doctor Who (I missed the 50th anniversary last year 

because of SHSMUN…that’s how much I love Model UN) Sherlock, American Horror 

Story, Supernatural, Glee (NO JUDGING IN SOCHUM), Breaking Bad, and Smallville! 

★ I like Starbucks. 

★ I am a total theater geek. I love musicals as much as I love air, and I participate in the 

shows done at school!(This year it is Hello, Dolly! You are all invited) I can tell you fun 

facts about them at all times. Oh, I can also tell you bad puns and beautiful quotes. (Ask 

the DirGen about my puns.) 

★ I often volunteer with organizations that advocate for minority rights. (LGBT rights, 

immigration, women’s rights (feminist movements) etc.)  

★ I did not like Captain America.. or Iron Man.. Thor/Thor 2 way okay....... I’m more of a 

Superman person. 

★ I have a Tumblr. (If you debate in committee you shall be granted my URL, not to bribe 

you or anything...) 

★ I like cats. 

★ Did I mention I like Starbucks? 

 

Deep conversation talk time: The reason behind why I gave you a myriad of seemingly  

irrelevant details about my life is that I do not just want to be your Chair, ruler, etc…(cue the 

sentimental music) I want to be your friend. Delegates, one of the biggest aspects of Model UN, 

and SHSMUN specifically is making friends and networking with others. Thus, I want you to be 

comfortable talking in front of everyone and me, and while doing so, knowing that we are all in 

this together. My freshman year as a delegate from Libya was incredibly difficult because I 

initially had no idea of what I was doing, but once I talked to my chair, and really paid attention, 

I was having the time of my life. So please, I expect a few things this year in SOCHUM: 



thorough cooperation from all of you as we proceed through debate, opinions from 

EVERYONE, and your soul’s eternal commitment to me…. okay maybe not that last bit.  

 

Serious talk time: It was incredibly difficult for me to choose topics this year because all 

the typical good ones have already been done, although I still managed to pick some snazzy 

topics anyway. I put a plethora of blood, sweat, time, and bandaids (from all the typing) into 

these three topic guides, so I expect that all of you will be kind enough to take the time to read 

them thoroughly and do your research. I feel very passionate about these particular three, and 

even if they don't completely peak your interests, I hope that you attempt to resolve them to the 

best of your ability. Don't get me wrong, I'm a very relaxed guy, but when it comes to SHSMUN, 

I expect the best of the best.  

 

In closing, I leave you with a few more words of advice: Do. Not. Hesitate. To. Ask. 

For. Help. Seriously, if you have a question, or want to hear a pun as a pick-me-up, or just don't 

have any idea where to start, do not be afraid to ask me. My phone number is (423) 424-8481 

and my email is Sochum@shsmun.org. I'm available around the clock really, so I'll get back to 

you as soon as possible.  

 

Your pun of the day: I found some Nutella in the pantry that’s been there for a while, so I 

guess its Oldtella now. (Ba dum tsss) 

 

Allons-y! 

Moises Rodriguez 

2014 Social Humanitarian Chair 

Sochum@shsmun.org  

 

 

  



 

Committee Biography 

“ We the Peoples of the United Nations Determined to reaffirm faith in fundamental human 

rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women 

and of nations large and small, and… to practice tolerance and live together in peace with 

one another as good neighbours..” 

~United Nations Charter 

 

The Social and Humanitarian Cultural  Committee (SOCHUM) is the Third Committee of the 

United Nations General Assembly. The Social and Humanitarian Committee (SOCHUM) is the 

Third Committee of the United Nations General Assembly. The General Assembly allocates the 

committee agenda items relating to a wide range of affairs, mainly dealing with social, 

humanitarian, and human rights issues that affect people throughout the entire world.  

 

Topics can range from child soldiers in Africa, to female mutilation, to racism, to LGBT 

rights, or to something like education.  Additionally, the committee is trusted to oversee things 

such as “ the advancement of women, the protection of children, indigenous issues, the treatment 

of refugees, important social development questions such as issues related to youth, family, 

ageing, and criminal justice.”  

 

Established in 1946, SOCHUM has representatives from all member states, due to the 

fact that almost every topic discussed in it pertains to every nation. The committee works hand in 

hand from the Human Rights Council and UNESCO, seeing that all three of them are connected 

because they all encounter issues with regard to humanitarian affairs. 

  

 

 

  



 

Topic I:  Adressing Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

 

"A fundamental right on its own, freedom of expression also provides the conditions for protecting and 

promoting all other human rights. But its exercise does not happen automatically; it requires a safe 

environment for dialogue, where all can speak freely and openly, without fear of reprisal." 

 

~UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 

and UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova 

 

Introduction 

 

On December 10, 1948 in Paris, France, The General Assembly of the United Nations 

was in the process of adopting the newly written Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
1 

This 

important document, containing 30 articles that outline fundamental rights and freedoms, has 

become a foundation to the progress of many member nations. Article 19 of the UDHR states 

that “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to 

hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through 

any media and regardless of frontiers."
2
 Much has changed since then. Technology continues to 

evolve at extremely fast rates and many forms of communication continue to be created daily. 

Additionally, a major advancement that technology has made is social media. Sites such as 

Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram gain members by the minute allowing more and more people 

to post, comment, and promote whatever they choose. However, these sites are not always 

allowed. China has completely blocked Facebook and replaced it with a different entity known 

as Renren, which is developed to look like a form of Facebook. Currently, Renren has become 

the leading social media site in China. 
3
 In addition to China, Egypt, Syria, Cuba, and many other 

nations, have either banned or made it extremely difficult to access Facebook.
4
 There are also 

countries such as Iran and North Korea who have blocked Twitter in addition to Facebook.
5
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Regardless of all the potential benefits available, both journalists and the evolving 

“citizen journalists” have the tools at hand to initiate either simple conflicts or potential wars, as 

well as to spark the beginning of revolutions against political and social injustices. Journalists, 

novelists, political activists and these "citizen journalists" have been jailed for their words and 

comments, often under false accusations. Apart from prohibiting forms of social media, nations 

often block additional websites, censor newspapers, and monitor and ban other forms of 

publications. How does this affect the international community as a whole? Restricting the 

freedom of speech for both  professional and citizen journalists restricts a gift we as humans have 

been given: the ability to speak and be heard. Without a wide range of opinions and ideas, little 

progress could have been made in each nation.  This should not be confused and taken as an 

attempt to achieve boundless freedom; everything must be regulated to a certain extent. With this 

in mind, has Article 19 of the UDHR been honored, and to what extent should the UN allow the 

exercise of this right and to whom does this apply? 

 

History 

 

Throughout the years, issues with regard to Article 19 have caused an abundance of 

controversy for the international community, even before the creation of the United Nations 

itself.  From the beginning of World War I, the British Government was anxious to control the 

flow of information  from the front line, resulting in legislation in 1914 that allowed the War 

Office of England  to censor the press and raise the death penalty for anyone convicted of 

assisting the enemy.
6
  Soon after, in 1917 and 1918, the Espionage Acts passed in the United 

States, which were  very similar to the legislation passed in England. 
7
 Keep in mind that this 

was the time of newspapers and radio broadcasts, so forms of communication were limited. 

Reporters were often forced to live as outlaws, smuggling their reports in any way possible.  

 

World War II began in 1939.  At the time, Europe was best known for its newfound 

commitment and dedication to the establishment of freedom of expression, but this progressive 

reputation was compromised by unreleased information to the world regarding Hitler’s rise to 

power and acts of cruelty. Meanwhile, Hitler was in full control, banning and burning books 

and other forms of publications left and right. 
8
 Concurrently, journalists were arising 

everywhere, specifically women. WWII offered a great deal of opportunities for determined  

women in the United States, who fought for and won the rights to cover some of the biggest 
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stories of their lives.
9
 In addition to citizens, government officials were also hard at work. In 

1941, Wendell Willkie and Eleanor Roosevelt became the first honorary chairpersons of a 

NGO named Freedom House, whose mission is to promote the widespread use of continuous 

media freedom in a civil, non-violent manner.
10

 

 

By the end of the war, at least 127 American women had been guaranteed official 

accreditation as war correspondents. As tension continued throughout North America, Europe, 

and Asia, tension also began to develop in Latin America. In  July of 1959, Fidel Castro rose 

to power and took complete control of Cuba. Castro, the soon-to-be recognized dictator, began 

major socialistic changes in Cuba, and began  to develop a constitution that was not officially  

implemented (but was “used”) until 1976. Within the document, Article 56 states that citizens 

do in fact have freedom of speech and the press, but only when keeping the objectives of the 

socialist society. Furthermore, it specifies that press, radio, television, movies, and other forms 

of the mass media are State or social property, and can never be private property. 
11

 

Additionally, Article 72 of Cuba's Penal Code states: "Any person shall be deemed dangerous 

if he or she has shown a proclivity to commit crimes demonstrated by conduct that is in 

manifest contradiction with the norms of socialist morality." In recent years, Cuba has 

imprisoned, exiled, and detained  numerous journalists because they have been declared 

“dangerous.”
12

 Apart from Cuba, other nations such as Argentina, Honduras, and Mexico have 

been leading nations in cases regarding censorship in Latin America.  

 

After the beginning of Castro’s control in 1966, the UN  General Assembly adopted 

resolution 2200a (XXI) which developed and ratified the International Covenant on Political 

Rights. 
13

 This document once again states that “Everyone shall have the right to freedom of 

expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas 

of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or 
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through any other media of his choice.
14

” As time went on and as technology continued to 

improve, social media began to expand. Some nations began to restrict access. In 2003, Cuba 

once again captured the world’s attention due to Black Spring, a crackdown on Cuba’s 

dissidents. These people, who aimed to change Cuba into a more democratic nation, were 

imprisoned.  The arrest included 75 dissidents, of which at least 29 were journalists, as well as 

many librarians, human rights advocates and the like. The dissidents were accused of either 

committing  actions against the integrity and sovereignty of the state or of collaborating with 

foreign media for the purpose of destabilizing the nation. Once again, under Cuban law, these 

people had no defense.   

 

Additionally, in recent years, there was another “spring” in the Middle East, commonly 

referred to as the Arab Spring. The Arab Spring, a lengthy chain of protests and rebellions in 

the Middle East, sparked widespread turmoil within countries such as Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 

Tunisia, Libya and many more. The key interest in this situation was the use of social media. 

The speed of plans, conversations, connections, and organization was deemed incredible due 

to social networking. Were these people heroes, or were they simply people doing what they 

usually did? One post led to another, eventually creating a “Facebook and Twitter revolution” 

throughout the region. 
15

 

 

Current Situation 

 

Despite the fact that methods of human expression are changing rapidly, the situation 

concerning Article 19 has not improved. More and more reporters and citizens are either 

missing or eliminated. Organizations such as the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), 

Freedom House, and Reporters Without Borders (RWB) are attempting to persuade nations to 

expand and allow the exercise of this right. Currently, the Eastern Hemisphere has the biggest 

threat of all. Freedom House reports that out of the 21 countries in the Middle East and North 

Africa and a total population of 403 million people, only two percent have internet freedom 

and zero percent press freedom.
16

 The Committee to Protect Journalists reports that at least 

285 journalists have been killed in the middle east since 1992. 
17

 CPJ also reported that in 

2013 alone, at least 211 reporters had been imprisoned, mainly in Turkey and China. In 

addition to the Middle East, certain regions in Kashmir under Indian rule have suffered 

restrictions in regards to media. On February 19, 2013 Kashmiri militant Mohammed Afzal 

Guru executed an order that suppressed many forms of news outlets including TV news 
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channels, newspapers, and mobile internet services.
18

 
 
In a statement created by Reporters 

Without Borders, the organization publicized that the Indian government keeps very tight 

control of the internet in Kashmir, as opposed to the rest of India which is  guaranteed  the 

freedom of speech in its constitution which states that “the freedom of speech shall not prevent 

the state from making any law, in so far as such law imposes reasonable restrictions on the 

exercise of the right to sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly 

relations with foreign States, public order, decency or morality, or in relation to contempt of 

court,defamation or incitement to an offence.
19

”  

 

At the end of 2013, RWB released a list titled the Press Freedom Index, which ranks 

179  nations based on their flexibility with regard to Freedom of the Press for their citizens. 

Currently, Finland, the Netherlands, and Norway are the three highest ranked nations, and 

Turkmenistan, North Korea, and Eritrea ranked the lowest.
20

 In addition to this list created by 

RWB, CPJ also released a “risk list” of  10 countries where freedom of the press has suffered 

the most in recent years. The members on this list were selected based on six contributing 

factors which included  “fatalities, impunity, imprisonments, censorship, restrictive laws, and 

exiled journalists.” Members include: Brazil, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Iran, Pakistan, Russia, 

Somalia, Syria, Turkey, and Vietnam.
21

 CPJ also recently announced that so far in 2014, 14 

journalists have been killed.  

 

Committee Directive 

 

The UN was created to promote and attempt to secure human rights of all people. With 

this in mind, the UDHR was created. The SOCHUM committee has always addressed a broad 

range of topics, ultimately issues that affect both the social and humanitarian development of 

the international community. This particular topic is very difficult for the committee to 

address, seeing that it must respect the national sovereignty of each member nation that has 

regulated their social media and press.  

 

Delegates should determine if Article 19 has been breached and how it must be 

addressed, but also what to do with regard to the countless number of press members and 

citizens that are, or have been persecuted by nations. Should these people be freed? Given 

asylum? A particular challenge to delegates lies in the fact that Article 19 does not effectively 

address the rapid evolution of communication and media. Nevertheless, SOCHUM has 
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recognized that media and press freedom help preserve human rights in our technologically 

influenced society. Delegates must also be prepared to compromise and comprehend the 

position of other nations, respecting that some nations might be more flexible with respect to 

social media and the press. The Committee in general should focus on addressing the question 

of censorship, journalists rights, and the effectiveness of Article 19. Perhaps, delegates should 

consider how their nation’s governments can begin to adapt to the rising media age.  

 

Questions to Consider 

 

1. What is your country’s position on freedom of the press? 

2. How is  media regulated in your country? Is it all public domain or private? 

3. How does your nation rank on RWB in terms of media freedom, and what has 

determined this rank? 

4. Do the press and social media have an impact on your country’s political environment? 

5. What legislation, if any, has your country implemented in order to maintain your 

citizens’ and journalists’ safety? Has it worked? What legal measures does your 

country maintain for journalist safety?  

6. Should social media be more restricted? 

7. Is Internet access affordable or even possible in your country?  

8. How much freedom, if any  should the citizen journalist receive? 

9. What solutions can the UN provide in order to help protect journalists and the freedom 

of opinions? 

10. Recognizing the current global political climate, does Article 19 remain as a 

fundamental right in every UN member nation?  

11. How might the UN encourage nations to reconsider and recommit to Article 19? 

12. Is Article 19 relevant in today’s global political climate? 

 

Suggested Sources 

● Reporters Without Borders: http://en.rsf.org/ 

● Committee to Protect Journalists: http://www.cpj.org/ 

● Arab Spring Timeline: 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/interactive/2011/mar/22/middle-east-protest-

interactive-timeline 

● UDHR: http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/ 

● Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion 

and expression: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomOpinion/Pages/OpinionIndex.aspx 

● Post- Arab Spring: http://www.dw.de/post-arab-spring-censorship-on-the-rise/a-

16725701 

● Internet Stats: http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm 

● Your Chair: Sochum@shsmun.org  OR (423) 424-8481  (DON’T BE SHY) 

http://en.rsf.org/
http://www.cpj.org/
http://www.theguardian.com/world/interactive/2011/mar/22/middle-east-protest-interactive-timeline
http://www.theguardian.com/world/interactive/2011/mar/22/middle-east-protest-interactive-timeline
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomOpinion/Pages/OpinionIndex.aspx
http://www.dw.de/post-arab-spring-censorship-on-the-rise/a-16725701
http://www.dw.de/post-arab-spring-censorship-on-the-rise/a-16725701
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm


Topic II: Protecting Endangered Languages 

 

Introduction 

 

Communication is the means by which every person, city, state, and nation share their ideas, 

knowledge, and history. It is the medium through which nations learn to coexist, global news is 

shared, and international communication is conducted.  Communication requires language. 

Research shows that the language a person knows can determine the process by which a person 

thinks in terms of space, causality, and other forms of thought.
22

 Besides being the medium of 

communication, languages carry rich cultural context, and are one of the main tools through 

which an individual is able to share their cultural background and heritage. The United Nations 

Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has reported that every language 

in our world contributes to the development and identity of each global citizen, define the 

perimeters of their cultural identity, and distinguish them from others around them.
23

  

 

As the second millenium ended, it was estimated that there were around 6912 languages spoken 

around the world. Of these languages, the 10 most spoken account for more than 50 percent of 

the human population.
24

 Unfortunately, many of the remaining languages are becoming 

endangered and eventually extinct. Between 60 to 90% are expected to be dead within the 

century. The National Geographic Society has estimated that at least one language goes extinct 

every two weeks, meaning that around 3,500 languages will be gone by 2100.
25

   

 

The pressure to learn mainstream languages, such as Mandarin, English, Spanish, and Russian, 

has caused many families within unique communities to raise their children without teaching 

them and passing down their heritage language (a language that is spoken by a linguistic 

minority population). This, along with the fact that the populations who still speak the languages 

are aging, causes a major decline in the use of heritage languages. The need to protect these 

languages in a proactive way is more crucial than ever. If the current conditions within 

communities continue to exist, many priceless amounts of knowledge and cultural history will be 

lost. With these languages dying, the world loses diversity. Cultural heritage is a primary 

concern for SOCHUM and it is the committee's responsibility to address this issue.  

 

History 
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The issue of the endangerment of languages did not come to the United Nations’ attention until 

the late twentieth century. Much of the communication on this issue in fact developed outside of 

the UN, with many member nations forming different international organizations that were 

intended to focus on endangered languages. One of the earliest organizations was PEN 

International, which was founded in 1921.
26

 PEN International’s main focus is to protect the 

cultural heritage of every nation in the world, with specific emphasis on native languages in 

Africa, Latin America, and Eastern Asia. Throughout time, the UN became more aware that 

languages were becoming endangered, but continued to focus its efforts through previously 

established organizations, such as UNESCO and PEN. Another example of international success 

with regard to promoting the preservation of languages at the time was the creation of the 

Universal Declaration of Linguistic Rights (UDLR). Born at the World Conference of Linguistic 

Rights in 1996, this document highlighted the true issues in relation to language endangerment 

and promoted the need to change universal policies, particularly the ones dealing with 

globalization, in order to meet the needs of languages and cultures in the geopolitical 

framework.
27

       

 

Despite previous efforts of international organizations, the problem of endangered languages had 

not captured the international community’s attention. Many people did not find it an issue, seeing 

that the language spoken by them had a very small chance of ever going extinct. Despite the 

growth of the issue on an international scale, initial attention of the issue  failed to reach the level 

of necessity required in order to make any more progress. Luckily, the 21st century brought a 

completely new wave of awareness to the issue. For example, in 2002, UNESCO adopted The 

Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, which notes the importance of language 

preservation and affirmed that “all persons have […] the right to express themselves and to 

create and disseminate their work in the language of their choice, and particularly in their mother 

tongue.
28

”  

 

Apart from UNESCO, other sub-bodies such as The Committee on Economic, Social, and 

Cultural Rights (CESCR) have consistently made efforts to improve awareness of heritage 

languages and the need to let them affirm their place in our society.
29

 These efforts have been 

further strengthened since the UN General Assembly additionally passed the Universal 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 2007 which was a combined effort between 

UNESCO and United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII.) The 

Declaration not only promotes the preservation of languages, but also affirms that indigenous 
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languages should be protected within media, educational, and governmental sectors.
30

   

   

 

One of the biggest issues affecting languages is globalization. Since there has been a major 

increase of interaction between nations in different economic and cultural spheres, different ideas 

have reached all the corners of the planet. Since not everyone speaks every language, the 

necessity for common tongues between the world’s citizens have put at risk less-used languages, 

especially those that are native to certain populations. It is not surprising that languages such as 

Spanish, English, and Chinese dominate the planet, seeing that these languages represent some of 

the largest existing populations of the world.  Despite all the possible arguments with regard to 

globalization, any effort by UNESCO to help preserve languages is based on the cultural 

importance of each and every one of these languages.  

 

Current Situation 

 

Recently, the international community has been hard at work on helping UNESCO and other 

organizations to help preserve languages. In April of 2013 a meeting between the inhabitants of 

Corsica and the European Union sparked a series of conversations that addressed the need to 

preserve many languages in the region. Corsica reported that around 120 languages in Europe are 

endangered and are expected to go extinct within the next few decades.
31

 The representatives 

continued by saying that any efforts to help preserve Europe’s indigenous languages should not 

be to further political objectives, but rather for the desire to help preserve cultural heritage. At a 

meeting in 2007, UNESCO focused its efforts on safeguarding languages of Sub-Saharan Africa, 

and held a meeting with 22 African states.
32

 The result of the meeting was the creation of 

programs that focused on university involvement, research partnerships, and both formal and 

informal education initiatives. Apart from places such as Corsica and Sub-Saharan Africa, 

universities and various organizations continue to make an effort in raising awareness with 

regard to this issue to the general public. National Geographic (NG) recently began to share 

stories of people who have witnessed first-hand extinction of a language, such as cases in 

Bangladesh dealing with heritage languages. NG has not only raised more awareness, but they 

have also created an approachable medium through which linguists and scholars can converse 

with the public about the topic. Additional programs such as the One World, Many Voices 
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festival hosted by the Smithsonian Institution in the United States are held to raise public 

awareness by providing a first hand look at language extinction.
33

  

 

Education 

 

Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights declares that everyone has the right to 

an education. As more and more languages falter, many students lose access to quality education 

because many of the available educational systems are not designed for their various needs. 

Thus, many  students are forced to learn  a second language. This is not necessarily a bad thing, 

but learning a second tongue could certainly discourage the students to continue to exercise the 

use of their native tongue. One particular area whose education is affected is Latin America, 

which is a region with a significant number of minority populations. Unfortunately, current 

education systems in Latin America are often creating atmospheres where less common 

languages are undesirable or not allowed. This prevents the children of said populations from 

being taught in their native tongue. Throughout time, many countries have always strived for a 

monolinguistic education system, believing that if a common language is in place, it will lead to 

an overall sense of unity within the community.
34

 This system would be beneficial for nations 

with a plethora of native languages, but should not be the cause of the extermination of native 

languages. This has caused the world to recognize language and education as a situation that is in 

need of a reform. However, the development of indigenous and endangered languages into 

schooling has been a very slow process. Common issues cited by education systems and 

governments include the social, political, and economic hindrances such as budget restrictions 

that prevent bilingual education.
35

  

 

Fortunately, there are in fact some nations that have acted on this. Organizations  such as SIL 

International, a leader in the fight to preserve languages, sponsors a variety of programs that 

provide training, program development, and teaching materials in multiple languages around the 

world in order to promote bilingual education.
36

 Additionally, the University of London has 

started a program dedicated to teaching and training students to study and document different 

endangered languages in order to prevent their extinction.
37
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Technology 

 

In our current digital age, the use of technology is used as mean to preserve endangered 

languages. The use of computers and mobile devices has created a pathway to an available 

network of information. For example, the creation of online dictionaries that catalogue languages 

in Siberia and Papua New Guinea – which are two regions where native languages are in extreme 

danger of going extinct – has given many people the tools necessary to sustain their heritage.
38

 

Some languages have been incorporated into mobile devices, and can be used to send text 

messages. Computers, tablets, and other devices are now used in education systems of some 

populations in order to keep up with modern times, but also keep  important characteristics of 

certain cultures. Corporations have also taken action in the field of languages, For example, In 

June of 2013, Google began the Endangered Languages Project, which was an online program 

designed to allow native speakers of endangered languages to record their native tongue online 

as a mean to both promote and protect it.
39

   

 

Natural Selection of Languages 

 

There is much debate over whether languages in danger of going extinct should be “left to fend 

for themselves.” This debate has risen from claims that globalization and technology have caused 

a massive change in the use of the world’s languages, leading to endangered languages having a 

much smaller purpose within the global community.
40

 Another common argument from those 

who promote the natural death of languages stems from the difficulty and challenges related to 

trying to preserve or promote a language. The ability to minimally teach spoken languages in a 

formal setting is often limited by the lack of materials in the language and the absence of 

teachers who both speak and understand the language.
41

 These problems, coupled with the 

inability of many governments to fund programs that promote the use of minority languages, 

complicate the issue to the point where nations do not want to actively pursue efforts to preserve 

these languages.  
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Nations  Facing Issues 

42
 

Latin America 

The situation in Latin America is critical, due to the fact that an estimated number of 860 

languages and dialects are in danger of extinction.
43

 This is because Latin Americans have 

commonly been unable to get educated in their native language, primarily due to their rural 

location and lack of curriculum designed for their needs. Furthermore, the level of income for 

these people prevent them from accessing the existing education systems that can give them their 

needs, completely isolating a large portion of the region’s demographic makeup.
44

 The problem 

of endangerment within Latin America is not the result of governments purposely mainstreaming 

languages of their nations, but more so an indirect result of institutional barriers currently present 

in society and the education system. Various programs, both international and national, are 

geared toward preserving languages and help Latin American citizens to reclaim their native 

language, thus promoting the diverse cultural makeup of the region. The Documenting 

Endangered Language (DEL) program in 2008 awarded approximately US$3.8 million to 

programs in the region, specifically awarded to preserve languages through documentation and 

field research.
45

 Awareness has also been on the rise in Latin America, with public film festivals 

being held, hoping that they will alert people of the ongoing challenge that is preserving 

languages.
46

  

 

Nations Currently Working on the Preservation of Languages  

 

India 
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India is the most successful nation at preserving its languages.  Being divided into twenty-four 

states and eight territories, the nation is home to the second largest population after China, and 

approximately 114 different languages.
47

 The attitude towards the language policy within India is 

pluralistic, with the government’s constitution citing 26 languages and likely to add more in the 

future. This open view of languages is one that allows multiple dialects within the country to 

survive on their own and not fear extinction. The government’s ‘mother tongue’ principle 

guarantees that it will support the use of every individual’s language rather than the dialect of the 

nation. This principle is seen in all aspects of the Indian society, with education systems teaching 

in 41 languages and administrative departments additionally giving resources for cit izens in 

dozens of languages.
48

 This open policy in India with regard to languages has allowed all citizens 

to continue using their native tongue, and therefore strengthening the role of minority languages 

within the nation. 

 

Australia 

Australia is a unique situation and it demonstrates how some nations’ policies have changed in 

recent years from a very strict single language policy to cultural acceptance of multiple 

languages, and the newly discovered desire to protect endangered languages. Australia has seen 

firsthand how the destruction of heritage languages can lead to a lessened sense of diversity in its 

population. The later decades of the twentieth century saw some of the first legislation in 

Australia that enforced the use of English in all education systems, completely and directly 

impacting languages that were already endangered.
49

 Although the majority of the original 

legislation was aimed towards the influx of Asian immigrants from nearby countries, further 

laws were made to assimilate the Aborigines of Australia into English society.  The impact of 

these policies has carried into the 21st century, with around 93% of the nation’s original heritage 

languages now extinct.
50

  

 

The government of Australia, as well as universities in the region, has been making progress in 

recent years to preserve languages that are still “alive.” Years after indigenous assimilation 

policies were enacted, the citizens of Australia  saw the loss of culture and global backlash to 

such legislation and began its attempt to reverse their actions. A study in 2008 found that around 

80 languages are now being taught in Australian schools, ensuring that younger generations are 

taught their native tongue and grow up around the culture with which they are most familiar.
51
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The progress that Australia has made in preserving its languages is significant as its programs 

can serve as models for other countries in their own efforts to preserve cultural diversity.  

 

Committee Directive 

 

One of the primary problems with regard to this issue is how nations prioritize language 

preservation, and how much attention it should receive. Unpredictable financial times and global 

events that jeopardize parts of everyday life have led many people to question the importance of 

investing time and efforts to save dying languages. Both sides of this debate have legitimate 

arguments and have substantiated their opinions through evidence such as studies, statistics, and 

research.  

 

The issue of prioritization must be decided before continuing debate. The fight to save dying 

languages has been present for years, with many organizations and programs created by nations 

to counter the effects of language endangerment. Initiatives currently in place must be re-

examined to evaluate their efficiency, and to refine their framework. Improvement upon existing 

programs around the world will not only help the effectiveness of the programs, but also 

minimizes the resources that active parties must invest. Additionally, new programs must be 

created as a means to continue the efforts by those in the past and to preserve cultural integrity of 

the world's many populations. Another important element is the global advocacy of the language 

in order to gain international attention needed for its efforts to be fruitful. Programs such as these 

must be innovative and up to modern standards to examine the extinction of languages and 

prevent such extinction from occurring. Many nations such as Australia and India have been 

successful in their actions and have modeled programs that could be followed. The actions of the 

university of London have also been incredibly successful and could be closely followed.  

 

Delegates are expected to determine how nations should approach linguistic minority 

populations and discuss the protection of their languages. Technology must also play a major 

part, seeing that the digital age is upon us, and databases are appearing to work. This topic, 

regardless of how specific it may be, is one that affects and interests every member nation. 

Languages are found in every society, and they serve as building blocks for the cultural heritage 

that each global citizen has a right to.  Proactive efforts by SOCHUM to preserve and promote 

languages, especially the ones found within smaller indigenous populations are critical in order 

for any progress to be made.  

 

Questions to Consider 

 

1. What role does technology have to play within preserving languages? 

2. Is globalization a destructive tool in terms of minority languages, or one that can bring greater 

awareness? 



3. What are some ways that bilingual education can be ensured to speakers of indigenous 

languages?  

4. If your country has any endangered languages, what steps has your government taken in order 

to preserve them? 

5. Does your country believe that endangered languages should be preserved? 

6. How big of a priority is the issue of endangered languages on the agenda of the 

international community? 

7. Does language extinction only impact the cultural diversity of the world, or are other aspects 

of society impacted as well? 

8. Is creating policy that directly harms languages against the rights of linguistic minority 

populations? 

9. How do international and regional organizations differ in their motivations for language 

preservation? 

10. Are endangered languages something the United Nations should address or should it be left 

to the  evolutionary process? 

 

Suggested Sources: 

 

1. A/61/L.67. “United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.” 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf 

2. Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions : 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0014/001429/142919e.pdf 

3. Identifying Good Practices in Safeguarding Endangered Languages in Sub-Saharan 

Africa: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/endangered-languages/dynamic-

content-single-view-

meeting/news/identifying_good_practices_in_safeguarding_endangered_languages_in_af

rica/#.U27QaPldWSo 

4. Language Vitality and Endangerment: http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/00120-

EN.pdf 

5. UNESCO: UNESCO | Building peace in the minds of men and women 

6. European Bureau for Lesser-Used Languages, http://eblul.eurolang.net/ 

7. International Mother Language Day: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/international-

mother-language-day/ 

8. Endangered Language Fund: http://www.endangeredlanguagefund.org/ 

9. Your chair (DO NOT BE SHY!) Socum@shsmun.org OR (423) 424-8481 
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Topic III: Drafting an International Convention on the Rights of Elderly Persons 

  

"We owe it to older persons and societies at large to fight ageism in all its forms and enhance the 

dignity and human rights of older persons everywhere." 

~UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 

Introduction 

 

In the past half century, the world has witnessed the field of human rights become specialized, 

with specific disadvantaged groups such as women, migrant workers, the LGBT community, and 

many others having their needs recognized by the United Nations. Currently, the elderly citizens 

of the world require further attention. The World Health Organization (WHO) reports that 

“Between 2000 and 2050, the proportion of the world's population over 60 years will double 

from about 11% to 22%. The number of people aged 60 years and over is expected to increase 

from 605 million to 2 billion over the same period.”
52

 Not only is there an important 

demographic change, but there is also an additional societal change. About a century ago, the 

elderly used to live with their children and be cared for by them, but nowadays fewer of them 

have this option available. Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that 

“Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself 

and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social 

services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, 

old age [emphasis added] or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.
53

” 

While some elderly citizens continue to lead active lives in their own communities, many others 

might encounter homelessness, suffer from the lack of proper care, abuse in the workforce, 

hunger, or isolation. The elderly are not a homogenous group, and the challenges they face in the 

protection or enjoyment of their human rights vary greatly. Currently, there is still no 

comprehensive document that outlines the rights to which the elderly are entitled. It is time to 

address the rights of the elderly. 

History 

 

The problem of elder abuse emerged into the social spotlight after various forms of family abuse 

received attention from the public. Eventually, when elder abuse was acknowledged, it was 

labeled "granny battering,” which is a slight alteration of the term "baby battering." This unique 

type of abuse was first described in British scientific journals in 1975. After the release of these 
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journals, the United States of America viewed it as a social-political issue and it quickly led to 

legislative action. Surprisingly, unlike the US, it took the UK over 15 years to study the issue.
54

 

The growing world-wide focus on the abuse of older people since then has sought to parallel the 

focus upon human rights, gender equality and population ageing.     

   

One of the initial problems with this topic is the development of a clear definition of what an 

older person is. The General Assembly has attempted a definition, but many nations have 

different standards and conflicting views. Developed nations such as the United States, the 

United Kingdom, and France have accepted the chronological age of 65 years as the age when 

someone is considered old, but like many other westernized concepts, this does not adapt well to 

situations such as the one in Africa.
55

 Currently, the present situation in Africa would allow the 

cut off to be either 50 or 55 years of age in certain regions, but this is considered problematic 

because of additional problems of data comparability across nations. Currently, the traditional 

age for Africa falls in between 50 to 65 years, but it ultimately depends on the setting, the region, 

and nation. At the moment, there is no UN standard numerical criterion, but the UN has agreed 

that the cutoff is 60 years or more when referring to the older population.
56

 Despite the lack of an 

accepted definition, in many instances the age at which a person becomes eligible for statutory 

and occupational retirement pensions has become the default age of 65.     

The UN  defines elder abuse as “a single, or repeated act, or lack of appropriate action, occurring 

within any relationship where there is an expectation of trust which causes harm or distress to an 

older person.
57

” Like any other person, an elderly citizen can suffer from physical, 

psychological, emotional, sexual, and financial abuse. In addition to abuse, if the elderly do not 

comply with the desires of others, it tends to result in intentional or unintentional neglect. In 

various parts of the world, elder abuse and neglect occur with very little response or recognition. 

Until a few years ago, this social problem was hidden from the public eye because it was 

considered to be a private matter between the older person and their family. It is reported that 

approximately 4-6% of the elderly in high-income nations have experienced some form of 

maltreatment at home.
58

 This abuse is existent in both developed and underdeveloped nations, 

yet it continues to be underreported globally. Prevalence rates or estimates exist only in selected 

nations, ranging from 1-10%.
59
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It is safe to say that many of the Articles of the UDHR are in fact being violated when it comes 

to the elderly. Many older men and women, especially women, experience violence in their 

homes and care settings as a result of either traditional beliefs or conflict/post conflict situations. 

Research from Kyrgyzstan shows that many older women are physically abused, either by their 

own children and daughters-in-law at home, or in institutions by staff and male residents.
60

 

Kenya has seen a surge in the number of brutal killings of the elderly, mostly women, accused of 

witchcraft. An estimated 42 elderly citizens were killed in three districts in 2008 and 23 in three 

provinces in the beginning of 2009 alone.
61

 Additionally, one of the challenges that the elderly 

face is the risk of abandonment. For example, both Brazil and Kenya report the practice of 

abandoning older family members in health care facilities such as hospitals.
62

 In such cases, 

families might tell the older family member they are just going for a checkup, but do not return 

to pick them up. Thus, the hospital doesn’t have a place to discharge the old person into the 

community.     

Furthermore, in Kenya, abandonment of older adults at hospitals was considered a significant 

issue, since it is directly connected to the fact that the older person of the family has to pay for 

services. Hospital staffs estimated that between 15% to 30% of elderly patients are abandoned in 

hospitals. This does not include elderly who have already been abandoned in their homes or 

streets and brought by a stranger to health service locations. In both Kenya and Brazil, the 

patterns of abandonment were presented as seasonal. In Brazil, it was linked to Carnival, long 

weekends, Christmas, or school holidays.
63

 In Kenya, it was more linked to agricultural 

conditions due to the fact that the economy in Kenya is agricultural. Local economies are 

dependent on the conditions of workers and the climate, so during times of drought, poor crop 

yields, or loss of livestock, the number of abandoned older citizens rises.
64

  

Article 6, which gives the right to equality before the law is a major issue among the elderly as 

well. A 2005 survey of nearly 4,000 elderly citizens in eight communities of Mozambique found 

that at least 42% had no identification cards, which were necessary in order to claim free 

healthcare.
65

 Many of these older women were twice as likely as older men to lack these cards. 

In Bolivia, census data revealed that one out of six elderly citizens had no valid documents to 

prove their right to claim the non-contributory pension.
66
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One other major issue pertaining to elder abuse is the work force. Many times, the elderly are 

unable to find a job because of age discrimination, and when they do find one, it tends to be one 

of low pay that is unsafe or demeaning. For example, in Peru, the elderly are frequently 

prevented from even applying for jobs, regardless of the skills and qualifications that they have. 

In interviews in 2008, the elderly said that job advertisements in newspapers often specify that 

applicants must not be older than 35.
67

 In Bangladesh, the elderly oftentimes work in conditions 

that are considered inhumane and in jobs that are poorly paid or unpaid. Older women often face 

an additional layer of discrimination, being paid even less than men doing the exact same work.
68

 

Another major right being violated is the right to health as mentioned in Article 25. Research in 

2009 by HelpAge in Buhimba, a camp for internally displaced people in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo revealed that elderly citizens who are considered to be no longer active or 

productive were not being treated for their age-related illnesses or were given the wrong drugs 

for their conditions.
69

  

The right to information as declared in Article 19 is also a problem among the elderly. In 

Moldova, in a survey of 500 grandparents caring for their grandchildren, fewer than one out of 

ten had information about state provisions such as childcare services and free medical 

insurance.
70

 In South Africa, fewer older women and men received information about HIV and 

AIDS than younger age groups. In 2008, only 62% of people over 50 had any information 

compared to the 90% of 15-24 year-olds. As a result, older people know less about HIV and 

AIDS, making it harder for them to protect themselves or educate those in their care.
71

   

As previously mentioned, the topic has indeed been recognized by the UN, but not many actions 

have been taken. The earliest action taken by the UN General Assembly with regard to 

addressing issues about the elderly was when they convened the first World Assembly on Ageing 

in 1982, which resulted in a 62-point “Vienna International Plan of Action on Ageing.
72

’ This 

document called for specific action when it came to issues such as health and nutrition, the 

protection of elderly consumers, housing and environment, education, income security and 

employment and many other points.
73

 After this, in 1990, the UN declared October 1st 

International Day of Older Persons through resolution 45/106.
74

 Additional action was taken in 

1991, when the General Assembly adopted the United Nations Principles for Older Persons, 

which mentioned 18 entitlements for the elderly, which included independence, participation, 
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care, self-fulfillment and dignity.
75

 In 1992, the International Conference on Ageing met to 

follow-up on the Plan of Action, where a Proclamation on Ageing was adopted. A few years 

later, in 1999, the United Nations declared 1999 the International Year of Older Persons.
76

   

Current Situation 

 

Recently there have been several attempts to resolve this issue. For example, in 2002, when the 

Second World Assembly on Ageing was held in Madrid, there was an aim to design international 

policy on ageing. Thus, the newly written Political Declaration and the Madrid International Plan 

of Action on Ageing were adopted. The Plan of Action called for changes in attitudes, policies 

and practices at all levels in order to fulfill the potential of ageing in the new century. Its specific 

recommendations for actions gave priority to the elderly and development, advancing health and 

well-being into old age. Additionally, the Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing was 

established by the General Assembly through resolution 65/182 in December of 2010, which is a 

working group that will consider the existing international framework of the human rights of 

older persons and identify possible gaps and how to address them through feasible measures. 
77

 

In December of 2011, the General Assembly declared  June 15 as World Elder Abuse Awareness 

Day. They designated this day hoping that it will represent a unified planet voicing its opposition 

to the abuse and suffering of the elderly.
78

       

As mentioned before, the amount of elderly citizens continues to rise rapidly. Aged populations 

in Germany, France, and Sweden are expected to increase  30% to 60% between 1990 to 2020, 

while developing nations such as Thailand, Kenya, and Colombia are predicted to experience 

more than a 300%  rise.
79

  The proportion of older people in developing nations will double, 

reaching minimally 12 percent of their total population in approximately 20 years. By 2020, 

nations such as Cuba, Argentina, Thailand, and Sri Lanka will have a higher proportion of 

elderly citizens than the United States. In the United States, the percentage of elderly abuse is 

higher than ever. In a recent study, there were approximately 6 million elderly abuse cases in 

2010 alone, where 67.3% were female cases, 58.5% were neglect cases, 15.7% were physical 

abuse cases, 12.3% were financial exploitation  cases, and 7.3% were emotional abuse cases. 
80

  

         

One of the significant actions the General Assembly has taken is to develop specific risk factors 

in 2011, hoping nations will pay attention to them, and attempt to help their elderly population. 

WHO declares that the potential for maltreatment of an older person can be identified at 

individual, relationship, community and social-cultural levels. Individual risks include the 
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dementia of the victim and mental disorders, alcohol, and substance abuse in the abuser. Other 

individual-level factors which may increase the risk of abuse include the gender of the victim 

and a shared living situation. Despite the fact that both genders would be considered to be at 

equal risk of abuse, women typically are more at risk in cultures where their social position is not 

as high.  

An abuser’s financial dependency on the elderly also increases the risk of abuse. Such cases 

involve scenarios where the elderly citizen is wealthy, and the abuser is still receiving funds from 

them. In some cases, family relationships and conflicts may worsen as a result of stress and 

frustration due to the fact that the older person becomes more dependent. Social isolation of 

caregivers and the elderly, and the ensuing lack of social support is a significant risk factor for 

the elder maltreatment in the community. Many elderly citizens are isolated because of physical 

and mental illnesses or through the loss of loved ones.
81

 Finally, socio-cultural factors may affect 

the elderly more than anything else. The depiction of the elderly as frail, weak, and dependent 

can cause employers to not consider the elderly for their work force, thus affecting the income of 

the elderly citizens. The systems of inheritance and land rights affect the distribution of power 

and material goods within families, causing disputes. The lack of funds to pay for care for the 

elderly cause problems for them and their families, causing the thought of neglect and 

abandonment for the families. The migration of young couples, leaving elderly parents alone in 

societies where they are traditionally cared by their offspring is a major issue as well. Within 

institutions designated for the care of the elderly, the standards for health care and welfare 

services are generally low. The staff might be poorly trained and overworked, thus providing bad 

quality services.
82

 

Committee Directive 

 

As delegates read through this guide, they must consider and detect which key points and factors 

are currently present in their nation, and how their nations treat their elderly. As previously 

mentioned, some of these things such as abandonment, denial of medical benefits, and poor 

HIV/AIDS education happen in the least expected nations, therefore thorough research will be 

required. It is imperative that delegates determine what elements must go into the international 

convention, and how it will help. Delegates should consider how the convention would help 

others change their attitudes towards the elderly, increase the visibility of older people, ageism, 

and age discrimination. Delegates must also thoroughly research current policy in their nations, 

and use it as possible suggestions or a framework for the policy of  the desired international 

convention.  
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Questions to Consider: 

 

1. What are the current policies in your nation with regards to the elderly? 

2. Is the level of benefits for the elderly where it should be within your 

nation? 

3. Is ageism and age discrimination truly as bad as it is sought out to be? 

4. Have the current UN policies been beneficial? 

5. What NGO’s are currently working to assist the elderly in developing 

nations? 

6. Does your nation have a shocking  level of elderly abuse? 

7. Would an international convention be beneficial at all? 

8. What are important benefits that the elderly must be completely entitled 

to? 

Suggested Sources: 

● WHO Elder Maltreatment fact sheet: 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs357/en/ 

● Missing Voices: Views of older persons on elder abuse: 

http://whqlibdoc.who.int/hq/2002/WHO_NMH_VIP_02.1.pdf?ua=1 

● “The rights of older persons: protections and ghaps under human rights 

law”: http://social.un.org/ageing-working-

group/documents/fourth/Rightsofolderpersons.pdf 

● A Guide for Elder Abuse Protocols: 

http://www.eapu.com.au/uploads/EAPU_general_resources/EA_Protocols_FEB_2012-

EAPU.pdf 

● International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse: 

http://www.inpea.net/reportsresources.html 

● Discussing Screening for Elder Abuse At Primary Health Care Level: 

http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2008/9789241594530_eng.pdf?ua=1 

● Global Aging: http://www.globalaging.org/agingwatch/ 

● Your Chair, Sochum@shsmun.org OR (423) 424-8481 (DO NOT BE 

SHY) 
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